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SURREAL 
PROLOGUE 
“In practice there are as many different surrealistic works as there 
are surrealists, although they all have one thing in common: the 
irrational and uninhibited manner of their expression.” 
Jacob Bendien [1830-1933] 
Dutch Painter and Draftsman. 
 
 
AN EXPLOSION OF UNSTRUCTURED IMAGES 
REAL, FALSE, RATIONAL, IRRATIONAL 
FLOWING LINES OF SCRIMMAGES 
A SCOPE INTENDED TO BE INTERNATIONAL 
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SALIENT AND INSIGHTFUL TO THE INITIATED
 
FOR WHOM MYSTERY AND CONFUSION 
BECOME NIGHTMARES TO BE APPRECIATED 
SUBLIME, SECLUDED, EXCLUSIVE DELUSION 
 
MEDICALLY DESCRIBED AS PSYCHOTIC BELIEF 
A REALITY BEYOND THE BALANCED AND NORMAL
 
AN IMPRESSION COMPRISED OF ITS OWN MOTIF 
MOVING FURTHER THAN THE ACCEPTED CONFORMAL 
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ORIGINS FOUND ENTIRELY WITHIN THE HIGHLY DISTORTED 
BORDERING ON SEVERE MENTAL DISARRAY
 
ITS SHAPES, CUSTOMS, MANNERS ALL CONTORTED 
A TORPORED FORM OF INTELLECTUAL DISPLAY 
 
DREAMLIKE ESSENCES PAINFULLY CRAFTED 
COLOUR, LIGHT, FORM, TEXTURE  
LAYERS OF UNUSUAL MEANING ARDUOUSLY GRAFTED 
IMAGES DEPICTING UNCONFORMED CONJECTURE 
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EPILOGUE 
“Surrealism was a perception of reality over which reason was 
denied the opportunity to exercise confining restrictions.” 
John Herbert Matthews [1930-1987] 
Prolific Author and Professor of French at Syracuse 
University. He wrote numerous works on Surrealism and on 
19th and 20th Century Authors, earning him the Degree of 
Doctor of Letters from the University of Wales in 1977, just 
10 years before his death. 
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NOTES ON THE POEM 
THE WORD “SURREAL” CAN BE DEFINED AS CONSISTING OF DREAMLIKE, 
FANTASTIC IMAGERY AND INCONGRUOUS PLACEMENT SIDE BY SIDE. 
 
AS A MOVEMENT, SURREALISM DEVELOPED OUT OF THE NIGHTMARISH 
HORRORS OF WORLD WAR ONE AND THE MOST IMPORTANT CENTRE OF THE 
MOVEMENT WAS PARIS, FRANCE. 
 
SURREALIST ARTISTS INTRODUCED THE THEORY OF THE LIBERATION OF DESIRE 
THROUGH TECHNIQUES AIMED AT REPRODUCING THE MECHANISMS OF 
DREAMS. 
 
ALL THE PAINTINGS IN THE PRECEDING TEXT WERE PRODUCED BY THE 
FOLLOWING SURREALIST ARTISTS: 
 GIORGIO DE CHIRICO –[1888-1978] Founder of the  metaphysical art 
movement 
 SALVADORE DALI – [1904-1989] Famous Painter known for his bizarre 
images 
 VLADIMIR KUSH – [Born 1965] Painter and Sculptor now based in the 
United States 
 RENE MAGRITTE – [1898-1967] Belgian Painter known for his thought-
provoking imagery 
 JEAN-JACQUES CAZIN – [Born 1949] Self-taught Painter who adapted 
photographic techniques to his artwork 
THE POEM CONSISTS OF FIVE RHYMING QUATRAINS, EACH DEALING WITH A 
SPECIFIC, THOUGH INTER-RELATED, ASPECT OF THE NATURE AND CONTENT OF 
SURREALIST ARTWORK. EACH QUATRAIN, IN TURN, DESCRIBES SUCH ART’S 
IRRATIONALITY, MYSTERIOUSNESS, SEMI-PSYCHOTIC SEPARATION FROM 
NORMALCY, DISTORTION OF IMAGES AND MULTI-LAYERED DREAMLIKE 
FORMS. 
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